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Student
Government tries
again to fill vacant
Campus Council

@CrowsNestStPete

@USFCrowsNest

@USFCrowsNest

TRAVEL TABOO

By Trevor Martindale
tjm4@usf.edu

S

tudent Government
will hold its second
special election of the
semester after failing to fill
any of the nine St. Petersburg
Campus Council seats.
The election will be
conducted online Oct. 27-28.
Candidate applications are
now available at usf.edu/sg
and will be due Oct. 16.
All nine seats on the St.
Petersburg Campus Council
and two seats on the SarasotaManatee Campus Council will
be on the ballot in the interim
special election.
Although St. Petersburg
failed to fill one Senate seat
in the first special election
last month, the interim special
election will only serve
to elect Campus Council
representatives. That leaves
the last St. Petersburg Senate
seat vacant until the next
legislative election in March.
In the first special election,
only three St. Petersburg
candidates qualified for the
ballot. Since it took just one
vote to be elected, all three
became senators despite a
dismal turnout of 30 voters.
Deputy Supervisor of
Elections Savannah Carr
said that the St. Petersburg
campus will be revamping
its promotion for the interim
special election to try to
increase student involvement.
“We are promoting the
election even harder this
time across all SG social
media platforms as well as on
campus with flyers, yard signs
and images on the BullsEye,”
Carr said in an email to The
Crow’s Nest.
Carr noted the importance
of Student Government and
the perks of being involved in
student life.
“Students interested, yet
unsure, in running for Campus
Council should know that this
position is very important for
our campus to run smoothly
during budget season, which
will be very important this
year,” Carr said. “Students
who get involved help boost
their resumes for applying for
further education and future
jobs or internships. Even more
than that, getting involved
in SG teaches team building,
leadership and networking
skills – all important for
future endeavors.”

>> SEE SG on P3

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

‘The Crow’s Nest’ Arts & Life Editor Annalise Anderson traveled to Chicago
earlier this month. The city’s iconic sculpture known as “The Bean” was
gated off and sparsely crowded due to COVID-19 precautions.
>> SEE TRAVEL on P4

Legislators: Get cracking on St. Pete enrollment
By Nancy McCann
CONTRIBUTOR

T

wo powerful
legislators who led
the move to strip
USF St. Petersburg of its
independence in 2018 are
now trying to boost its badly
sagging enrollment.
Rep. Chris Sprowls,
R-Palm Harbor, and Jeff
Brandes, R-St. Petersburg,
announced Oct. 8 that the
USF administration and
trustees are committed “to
growing enrollment …with
a strong goal of 650 students
for next year’s class.”
The announcement,
which came on Twitter,
thanks Board of Trustees
Chair Jordan Zimmerman
and President Steve Currall
for “their dedication to this
shared objective.” (See the
tweet on page 2).

But the brief
announcement does not
explain how the lawmakers
expect USF to achieve that
ambitious goal. It also does
not address the campus’
dismal diversity numbers for
incoming freshmen.
USF spokesperson
Adam Freeman said “it’s
our understanding” that the
legislators’ enrollment target
refers to the number of firsttime-in-college freshmen
who will enroll in the
summer and fall of 2021.
Since 2016 the number
of summer and fall FTIC
students has plummeted
from 647 to 386 this year – a
number that administrators
boosted this summer by
moving 109 Tampa-bound
students to St. Petersburg (see
chart, page 2).
Meanwhile, the number of
Hispanic students for summer

COURTESY OF GRACE CUNNINGHAM AND WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

State Rep. Chris Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor (left) and
Sen. Jeff Brandes, R-St. Petersburg, want to see
far more freshmen in 2021.

and fall has tumbled from
135 to 76 and the number
of black students from 53 to
17. This fall only one black
freshman enrolled in St.
Petersburg.
Asked what steps the
university will take to
meet the enrollment goal,
Freeman said in an email
to The Crow’s Nest, “The
actions are being refined
and will be discussed at the
upcoming meeting of the
USF St. Petersburg Campus
(Advisory) Board.”
The board, seven Pinellas
County residents who help
oversee the campus, will
meet at 9 a.m. Oct. 22 in
the USC ballroom. Its chair,
banker Stephanie Goforth, is
also vice chair of the Board
of Trustees.
The tweet from Sprowls
and Brandes comes amid a
growing chorus of criticism
from Pinellas County
community leaders who are
denouncing both legislators
and USF administrators for
the way consolidation is
unfolding.
One of the loudest critics
is St. Petersburg Mayor Rick
Kriseman, who told The
Crow’s Nest this month that
consolidation developments
are “exactly what we feared
would happen” when –
without warning or much
deliberation – the Legislature
abruptly ended USF St.
Petersburg’s independence
and ordered the university’s
three campuses to seek a
single accreditation.
>> SEE ENROLLMENT on P2

The Crow’s Nest at USFSP

Spring break
pushed from
March to April
By Alyssa England
ace6@usf.edu
Once again, the COVID-19
pandemic has collided with
USF’s academic calendar.
Spring Break, which was
originally scheduled for
March 15-21, has been moved
to April 12-18.
From April 19 to May
6, courses will be delivered
remotely. Spring final exams,
currently scheduled for May
1-6, will also be remote.
In adjusting its calendar,
the university is seeking to
minimize student, faculty, and
staff exposure to COVID. The
fear is that students who leave
camopus for spring break
might be exposed to the virus
elsewhere and spread it when
they return.
That’s why USF adjusted
its fall calendar so that inperson classes end after the
Thanksgiving break.
The first and last days
of the spring semester, Jan.
11 and May 6, respectively,
remain unchanged in the
university’s efforts to reduce
the spread of COVID-19.
On Sept. 17, The Alligator,
the student-run campus
newspaper at the University
of Florida (UF), reported
the cancellation of the
university’s 2021 spring break
and the one-week extension
of their winter break. Rumors
about Florida Agricultural
and Mechanical University
(FAMU) canceling its 2021
spring break began circling
soon thereafter.
According to the
Tallahassee Democrat,
FAMU’s provost and vice
president for academic affairs
Maurice Edington said “...
It looks like there will be no
spring break at our campus.”
On Sept. 30, Florida State
University (FSU) and Florida
International University
(FIU) canceled their 2021
spring breaks. FAMU shortly
followed, announcing its
cancellation of spring break
on Oct. 1.
By Oct. 2, UF, FAMU,
FSU, FIU, Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University,
Florida Gulf Coast University,
the University of Miami
and the University of North
Florida had canceled their
2021 spring breaks.
Although spring breaks
were canceled across the state,
alternative solutions differed
by university.

>> SEE SPRING BREAK on P3

2 October 12, 2020
ENROLLMENT, continued from P1
In a sternly worded letter to
Brandes on Oct. 9, Kriseman
called on legislators “to either
hold the Board of Trustees
accountable or file legislation
unwinding the consolidation.”
Meanwhile, Ed Montanari,
the chair of the St. Petersburg
City Council, told The Crow’s
Nest that he will not “sit
idly by” and “let USF St.
Petersburg just kind of wither
away and die on the vine.”
Pinellas County
Commissioner Ken Welch
told the newspaper that he has
shared his concerns over the
campus’ troubling diversity
numbers with Sprowls.
And Chris Steinocher, the
president and CEO of the St.
Petersburg Area Chamber
of Commerce, said he knew
from the start “that this
(consolidation) was going to
go wrong.”
They’re listening
Sprowls, who is the
incoming speaker of the
Florida House, and Brandes
seem to be listening.
Sprowls has not responded
to several interview requests
from The Crow’s Nest in
recent weeks, but Brandes
has criticized USF leaders
for violating both the letter
and spirit of laws designed
to protect the two smaller
campuses.
Brandes also served notice
that the Legislature is poised
to amend the law again and
take action on the trustees, the
13-member board that governs
USF.
“I think there need to be

some trustees replaced –
period,” he said last week.
Legislators expect the
trustees and administration
to “change the trajectory”
of consolidation and have
“a new plan in place” by
January, two months before
the legislative session begins
on March 2, Brandes said.
Since the consolidation of
USF was mandated in March
2018, its trustees and Tampabased administrators have
made clear that their top
priority is retaining USF’s
newly won status as one of
the state’s three preeminent
research universities.
They also are seeking
to become a member of the
Association of American
Universities (AAU). There
are now 65 members,
which are described as the
country’s top “distinguished
research universities.”
They have been so
seemingly unenthusiastic
about the two smaller
campuses that legislators
wrote some protections into
the statutes.
After seeking
recommendations from a
consolidation task force
about “maintaining the unique
identity of each campus,”
the Legislature specified that
the two campuses would
keep their names – USF St.
Petersburg and USF SarasotaManatee.
In a major change, the
Legislature also stipulated
that they would be full branch
campuses as defined by the

Combined summer/fall enrollment
Since many first-time-in-college freshmen enter
the university in the summer, administrators
often group summer and fall enrollees together.
That’s the number the USF administration expects
to use in trying to meet legislators’ goal for
freshman enrollment in 2021. In St. Petersburg,
rapidly falling FTIC numbers ticked upward this
summer after administrators moved 109 Tampabound students to St. Petersburg. When the FTIC
numbers at all three campuses are combined, the
totals go from 4,802 in 2016 to 5,761 this year.

COURTESY OF MATT MCCANN

THE C ROW ’S NE ST
regional accrediting agency,
with their own budgetary and
hiring authority.
But twice – in September

an impact on the broader
community but especially on
minority communities,” Welch
said. He said he spoke with

general from our community.
“We’ve completely failed
ourselves, especially with
freshmen of color. How much

“We’ve completely failed
ourselves, especially with
freshmen of color. How
much are you asking
students to achieve now to
come to USF St. Pete?”
-Chris Steinocher,

President and CEO of the St. Petersburg Area
Chamber of Commerce
2019 and again in January
2020 – President Currall
released proposed organization
plans that would have
undercut the authority of
the regional chancellors in
St. Petersburg and SarasotaManatee.
And twice he was forced to
walk them back.
In recent months, the
administration has resumed
chipping away at St.
Petersburg.
Key personnel who
reported to Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock
now directly report to Tampa.
There has been talk of merging
the separate budgets of the
three campuses – which are
required by law – into one.
And the campus was informed
Aug. 31 that its name is now
“USF St. Petersburg campus”
– with a lowercase “c.”
Pushing back
Although these
developments have gone
largely unreported in the
Tampa Bay Times, reports in
The Crow’s Nest have caught
the attention of legislators and
Pinellas leaders. And they are
pushing back.
Commissioner Welch is
one of 20 Pinellas elected
officials who signed a letter in
2018 outlining consolidation
concerns and emphasizing
that USF St.Petersburg should
remain attainable to the
“diverse array” of students in
Pinellas County.
Welch said last week
he has come to accept that
accessibility for local high
school students has been
impeded and “changed
forever” by consolidation
– inevitable because this
was “built in with the new
standards for admission.”
“It played out, as many
of us were concerned, with

Sprowls about this, especially
The Crow’s Nest report that
there is only one new black
freshman this fall.
“What I’m looking for is
that Speaker Sprowls and Sen.
(Darryl) Rouson and others
who spoke to this … hold
USF Tampa accountable and
make sure that the things they
promised are happening (at
USF St. Petersburg) in terms
of local input, local budget
and employment oversight,”
he said.
Now, Welch said, he “really
looks at St. Pete College” for
the community’s access to a
four-year college.
Welch said he agrees with
Brandes that the makeup of the
USF Board of Trustees needs
to be examined to improve
the representation from St.
Petersburg and Pinellas
County.
Steinocher said that the
chamber he leads was also
concerned about consolidation
from the start.
He said he questioned
whether the state of
Florida can afford to have
three preeminent research
universities. For what he
called “the march toward
AAU” membership, it’s
difficult for states to have
the resources for just “one of
those,” he said.
Instead, he said, the
chamber had urged legislators
and university leaders to
focus on areas where USF St.
Petersburg had been “rocking
and rolling” under its own
accreditation.
“We wanted universities
that were nimble enough
to teach those folks that we
wanted to employ here in our
communities right now,” he
said. “We didn’t want to have
black brain drain; we didn’t
want to have brain drain in

are you asking students to
achieve now to come to USF
St. Pete?”
Steinocher said the
chamber “really took its
lumps” on consolidation when
– early in the planning stage –
the legislative delegation and
university administration told
the chamber to “stand down”
and trust them.
“We did not feel like it
was a fair conversation,”
Steinocher said.
Steinocher appears to
have been on target two years
ago when he questioned the
bigger picture of preeminence
status, the achievement by the
Tampa campus in 2018 that
Sprowls called the primary
reason to consolidate the three
campuses.
Although prior years’
preeminence funding recurs
in the annual budgets of
the state’s three preeminent
universities, the Legislature
has awarded no new
preeminence funding in the
past two years.

Here’s the tweet

This is the statement from
Rep. Chris Sprowls and Sen.
Jeff Brandes that Sprowls
tweeted on Oct. 8:
The Board of Trustees
and Administration at the
University of South Florida
has assured us of their
commitment to growing
enrollment at USF St.
Petersburg with a strong goal
of 650 students for next year’s
class. This is consistent with
our vision for One USF.
Together, we will continue
being champions for a worldclass education at USF. We
thank Board of Trustees
Chair Jordan Zimmerman and
President Steve Currall for
their dedication to this shared
objective.
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Homecoming royalty
crowned

Former SG senator
charged with
H
obstructing police
seeks alternative to trial

By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

By Sophie Ojdanic
sojdanic@usf.edu

A

former Senator
in Student
Government who
was charged with obstructing
a police investigation last year
has applied for a program that
would enable her to avoid the
possibility of conviction by
trial.
Karla Correa, 21, said she
is seeking to enter Pinellas
County’s pretrial intervention
program (PTI), which the
criminal justice system
often uses in prosecuting
nonviolent, first-time
offenders on minor charges.
Under the program,
an offender can complete
certain requirements – like
performing community
service, paying court costs
and attending counseling
sessions – instead of going to
trial. Once the requirements
are completed, a judge can
dismiss the charge and
eventually expunge it from
the offender’s record.
Correa said she applied for
PTI because she did not want
to go to trial.
“I don’t want to go to trial
in a climate like this,” she
said. “It’s dangerous.”
She and her attorney,
Stephen Bernhardt, said they
are unsure of the terms that
Correa would have to meet
if her application for PTI is
accepted.
On Feb. 4, the PinellasPasco State Attorney’s
Office charged Correa with

obstructing or resisting an
officer without violence. That
is a first-degree misdemeanor
that carries a maximum
penalty of up to one year in
jail, 12 months’ probation and
a $1,000 fine.
The charge grew out of an
incident outside Residence
Hall One (now called Pelican
Apartments) about 11:30 p.m.
on Nov. 7, 2019
Correa and friends were
leaving the residence hall
when they saw two white
campus police officers,
Michael Wasserman
and Patrick O’Donnell,
questioning a homeless black
man outside the building.
According to Chief
David Hendry, the officers
had seen the man around
campus, stopped him after
he attempted to enter the
residence hall and gave him
a trespass warning. Court
records show that the man
has had several nonviolent
brushes with the law since
2017.
Correa, now a third-year
political science major, said
she stopped to ask the man if
he was all right, and he said
no.
When Correa confronted
the officers and refused
to leave the scene, they
handcuffed her for obstructing
their investigation, took her
to the university police office
and referred the case to the
state attorney’s office.
Correa and two
friends filed allegations
of misconduct against the

officers the day after the
incident. That prompted an
internal police investigation
that led to a 32-page report
clearing the officers.
In interviews with The
Crow’s Nest, Correa has
denied that she interfered
with the officers and criticized
the internal investigation,
contending that the
investigator did not interview
all the potential witnesses and
glossed over some statements
from other witnesses.
She said last week that she
and her attorney are awaiting
access to surveillance video
of the incident outside RHO.
The prosecutor assigned
to Correa’s case, Martin
Musichi, did not respond to
requests for comment from
The Crow’s Nest.

JONAH HINEBAUGH | THE CROW’S NEST

Karla Correa objected
to the way two white
campus police officers
were questioning a
homeless black man
who had tried to enter
Residence Hall One.

SG, continued from P1
The primary job of the
newly formed Campus
Councils is overseeing
the “interim funding”
process to make budgetary
recommendations for
campus organizations
to the Activities and

Services Recommendation
Committee (ASRC), a
system-wide committee of
13 students who serve in
the Senate and executive
branch.
Since the entire St.
Petersburg Campus

Council is empty, the
interim funding process
is void, meaning activity
and service fee (A&S)
allocation is being handled
by the ASRC without local
recommendations.

SPRING BREAK, continued from P1
UF and UM extended
their 2020-2021 winter
break by one week, causing
the spring 2021 semester
to start one week later than
originally scheduled.
UM is also offering two

“Wellness Wednesdays”
throughout the semester to
allow students a break from
course instruction.
FAMU and FSU are
starting their spring
semester as originally

arborside Activities
Board (HAB)
announced
Wednesday that Noelle
Bederman and Skyler
Adams won the St.
Petersburg campus’ vote for
Homecoming royalty.
“Honestly, I was just so
shocked,” Adams, a junior
health sciences major, said.
“I may have screamed and
done a little dance that was
basically just me jumping up
and down.
“The rest of the night,
I would just randomly get
excited and start squirming
and bouncing…My roommate
went to give me a hug and I
had to wiggle first and ended
up headbutting her pretty
hard.”
Bederman, a senior
psychology major, was one of
the two homecoming royalty
candidates that Adams didn’t
know.
“Ironically, Noelle is one
of the two court members
that I didn’t already know,
but I am super excited for the
opportunity to get to know
her,” Adams said. “She seems
super sweet.”
Bederman said she was
happy to win with Adams.
“I can’t wait to meet
Skyler,” Bederman said.
In an attempt to overcome
her shyness, Bederman
said she chose to run for
Homecoming royalty.
“I chose to run for
Homecoming royalty because
it is my last year at USF and I
wanted to do something out of
my comfort zone,” Bederman
said. “I am usually very shy,
but I wanted to represent our
school.”
Bederman said she was
shocked to find that she won.
“I was in pure shock when
I found out I won,” Bederman
said. “I still am. I feel very
grateful that people chose to
vote for me.”
Adams said she almost
didn’t run for royalty.

“I never thought that I
had a chance of winning and
didn’t even consider running
until my friend suggested it,”
she said. “I have had amazing
experiences here at USF and
I love every opportunity to
represent the university and
the St. Petersburg campus.
“Not to mention, I have
always wanted a good excuse
to wear a crown or tiara.”
Women won the royalty
votes on all three campuses.
The St. Petersburg campus
saw two male candidates, the
Sarasota-Manatee campus
saw one male candidate and
the Tampa campus did not
have any male candidates.
On the Sarasota-Manatee
campus, Luz Olguin and
Scarleth Andino Funez won.
On the Tampa campus, Samia
Alamgir and Avalon Jade
Thiesen won.
“I think homecoming
royalty means something
different to everyone on
this campus,” Adams said.
“To me, it was always an
unattainable dream that I
didn’t think could ever be
possible.”
She said she often
downplays her successes, and
winning Homecoming royalty
showed her that she had made
an impact.
“It is literally a
dream come true to have
indisputable proof that I have
made an impact here at USF
St. Petersburg,” Adams said.
To Bederman, winning
royalty gave her an
opportunity to represent the
St. Petersburg campus.
“Homecoming royalty
is a way to represent our
campus and the student body,”
Bederman said.
Bederman and Adams
are not the first same-sex
pair to win Homecoming
royalty since the 2019 change
from crowning a “king”
and “queen” to crowning
“royalty.” Last year, Spencer
Gomez and Daniel Ciccia
both won Homecoming
royalty on the St. Petersburg
campus.

COURTESY OF SKYLER ADAMS

scheduled and ending one
week earlier than originally
planned.
USF’s academic
calendar has changed to
reflect the revised spring
2021 semester.

COURTESY OF NOELLE BEDERMAN

Skyler Adams (left) and Noelle Bederman won
the St. Petersburg campus’ Homecoming royalty
votes this year. Despite the virtual format of
Homecoming week this year, Adams said she’s
been enjoying the events, calling: the fortune
Teller her favorite part of the week. Bederman’s
favorite event was the “Night to Dismember”
murder mystery.

4 October 12, 2020

THE C ROW ’S NE ST
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By Annalise Anderson
akanderson1@usf.edu

J

COURTESY OF DOUGLAS COX

I wore a mask on Chicago’s architecture boat tour,
which, like all other businesses and attractions
in the city, strictly enforced face masks for all
guests.

ANNALISE ANDERSON | THE CROW’S NEST

I could feel the force of the wind moving the Willis
Tower at Chicago’s popular Skydeck attraction,
which is 1,353 feet in the air. The 103rd floor
provides a spectacular view of the city’s skyline.

ust as I never
thought that the
word “pandemic”
would be a regular part of
my working vocabulary, I
never thought I would have
to consider the ethics of
indulging in a vacation.
Traveling feels like it’s
become a sort of taboo amid
COVID-19. Travel plans
are made in secret, flights
are reluctantly booked and
excitement feels like it
can only be shared with an
equitable sense of guilt.
I have had to cancel
multiple trips since
COVID-19 changed our
world and I know I am not
alone in feeling stir crazy.
Classmates, professors
and colleagues have been
caught red-handed in their
fall semester travels – some
admitting to being out of
state and others attempting
to hide the obvious hotel
room backdrop during
Microsoft Teams meetings.
When the opportunity
for a trip to Chicago
presented itself, rather than
immediately rearranging
my schedule, my boyfriend
and I took pause before
googling round-trip flights.
The Centers for Disease
Control (CDC) website
states, “Most viruses and
other germs do not spread
easily on flights because
of how air circulates and is
filtered on airplanes.” It also
states that social distancing
can be difficult on a
crowded flight which “may
increase your risk of getting
COVID-19.”
Do we dare succumb
ourselves to the risks of
traveling and the inevitable
judgement from peers for
the sake of visiting family
and maintaining our sanity?
After thoughtful
deliberation, we booked our
flights.
The afternoon of
Sept. 30, we arrived at a
sparsely crowded Tampa
International Airport. I was
feeling a bit more secure in

our decision.
Then we boarded the
plane.
There was no sign of
occupancy restrictions as
we shuffled down the aisle
to our seats.
While the airline
enforced face coverings
during boarding, passengers
were permitted to remove
them when eating or
drinking.
Less than 10 minutes
into the flight, the family
reunion occupying the
rows surrounding ours
began munching on snacks
like they were squirrels
preparing for winter. Last
I checked, it was a twohour flight. Did they know
something I didn’t?
We were relieved to land
in Chicago.
The city has moved into
phase IV of its COVID-19
reopening plan, which
outlines expectations for
businesses as they gradually
resume normal operations,
sustains closure of lakefront
attractions and requires
businesses to report virus
outbreaks to the Chicago
Department of Public
Health.
Chicagoans seemed
surprisingly compliant. It
was hard to spot a maskless person in the city.
Attractions and businesses
had strict guidelines in
place and hand sanitizer
was everywhere.
Artist Sir Anish
Kapoor’s “Cloud Gate” –
affectionately known as
“The Bean” – is the iconic
mirrored sculpture that
sits just outside the city’s
edge in Millennium Park.
Typically, visitors are free
to touch and walk under
the large, orbicular shape.
Instead, the attraction
was gated off, forcing
on-lookers to admire the
installation from several
yards away.
Even 1,353 feet in
the air, the Willis Tower
Skydeck had abundant
signage and cleaning crews.
The massive elevators

that rush visitors to the
103rd floor operated on
a limited capacity while
people waited patiently in a
socially distanced queue.
Many restaurants,
including our choice for
deep-dish pizza, enforced
face coverings and
restricted dining times
for customers. One of our
stops allowed its customers
to occupy a table for only
60 minutes before asking
them to leave in order to
make room for other hungry
guests.
A late-night cocktail
bar and jazz lounge known
for its early connections to
Chicago mobsters prompted
not only a cover charge,
but also a temperature
check, ID verification
and a phone number for
“contact tracing” purposes,
according to the bouncer.
Despite the necessary
modifications that came
with traveling, I have
no regrets about safely
indulging myself.
After the five-day
trip, we returned home
to our tiny St. Petersburg
apartment. Rather than
feeling bitter about my
vacation coming to an end, I
felt an overwhelming sense
of relief.
We are navigating an
unfamiliar world and the joy
of travel, new experiences
and positive memories
provided a respite that I had
been craving since March.
So, for those who yearn
for a change of scene, I
understand. But please
travel safely.
Students considering
travel plans should review
COVID-19 public transit
regulations, be aware of a
city’s safety mandates and
understand the risk and
responsibility that comes
with traveling during this
time.
If traveling, the CDC
suggests wearing a mask,
social distancing, frequent
handwashing, avoiding
anyone who is sick and not
touching your face.

‘Tis the season… to get a flu shot

By Molly Ryan
mollyr5@usf.edu

T

he fall months are
here and it’s not
just pumpkin spice
season – it’s flu season too.
The Wellness Center
is offering free flu shots
for students who present a
student ID as well as staff
who present an insurance
card.
“Not only does the
flu vaccine help prevent
you from getting sick
with the flu, it also has
been shown to reduce the
number of cases of the flu,
hospitalizations and deaths,”
said Victoria Beltran,
the assistant director of

prevention services at the
Wellness Center.
“In addition, getting the
flu vaccine yourself may
protect those people around
you that are vulnerable
to serious flu illness, like
babies, children, and older
people with chronic health
conditions.”
While easily curable
for most, the flu is still
something taken seriously
by health professionals.
According to the
Center for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC),
“influenza is a potentially
serious disease that can
lead to hospitalization and
sometimes even death.
Every flu season is different,

and influenza infection can
affect people differently.
“Flu vaccines cause
antibodies to develop
in the body about two
weeks after vaccination.
These antibodies provide
protection against infection
with the viruses that are
used to make the vaccine.”
COVID-19 and the flu
share similar symptoms
and, according to National
Geographic, getting
both respiratory illnesses
simultaneously is a
possibility.
For students living on
a college campus, getting
the flu shot would keep its
spread under control.
“It’s important now

more than ever,” freshman
biology major Emma
Schilling said. “…because
(of) the ability for the
cells in a person’s body
to recognize a harmful
specimen, they will be able
to expel it.”
Flu shots will be
available in front of SLC
Tuesdays 10 a.m. to noon
and 1 to 4 p.m. as well as
Wednesdays (except for this
coming Wednesday, Oct.
14) from noon to 4 p.m.
“Protect yourself and
others by getting your flu
vaccine,” Beltran said.
For more information,
call the Wellness Center at
727-873-4422 or visit its
website.

COURTESY OF THE WELLNESS CENTER

Posters around campus
advertise free flu shots
offered by the Wellness
Center.
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A window to
Mediterranean cuisine

By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

Mediterranean | $$ | 1118 W
Kennedy Blvd. | 813-5133000
etra, perhaps known
as the Mediterranean
go-to in Tampa,
might be the closest you
will ever get to a taste of the
Middle East. As Arabic music
plays and laughter fills the air,
Petra beams with life.
At Petra, you are ruled
by chance, as every dish is
different. It is famous for its
mouthwatering hummus and
homemade falafel, among
many other dishes. There,
you will be able to experience
the delights of Mediterranean
food and its atmosphere.
Za’atar comes to the table
first: a delicious combination
of dried oregano, thyme,
sumac and sesame seeds,
complemented with rich olive
oil. It is served with pita
bread, pickles and a side of
hot sauce.
I feel sorry for those who
order takeout and never had
the chance to experience all
the flavorful appetizers.
Owner Moin Alutaibi
grew up in Zarqa, Jordan, and
immigrated to Tampa in 2001.
After four years, he brought
Petra to life.
He launched his restaurant

P

with the goal of highlighting
the culture, cuisine and
traditions of Jordan. In the
beginning, Alutaibi mainly
focused on serving basic
Mediterranean dishes,
however, he was later able to
expand his restaurant to offer
a variety of other cuisines
such as Lebanese, Syrian and
Greek.
The restaurant offers a
wide variety of food ranging
from mesabaha (hummus with
whole chickpeas) to kalaya
(tomato stew). There are also
special dishes on Sundays like
mansaf, a traditional dish of
Jordan.
“Our famous dish in
Jordan is mansaf, it is
cooked with lamb meat and
served with rice and jameed
(yogurt),” Alutaibi said. “Our
specialty here is the hummus
and the falafel, we cook
everything from scratch.”
“Even though it’s hard
to choose, I would say my
favorite dish at Petra is the
spicy Turkish kebab,” Rayah
Jaber, a regular customer at
Petra, said. “I really have a
hard time ordering every time
I go there just because of how
good the food is.”
Alutaibi has found joy in
cooking delicious food and
serving customers since 1988.
He always strives to offer
the most authentic food to

represent the Mediterranean
cuisine as a whole.
“I try to make every
customer happy when he
is coming; to feel like he is
in his home,” Alutaibi said.
“When I came here, my target
was to (teach) the American
people the taste of our food.”
Another customer was
reminded of her days back
home in Syria with her family.
“I love Petra so much, it’s
my home away from home,”
Carina Elkadi said. “The
breakfast reminds me of my
time in Syria surrounded by
my loved ones.”
When Alutaibi is cooking
he, too, finds himself thinking
of his family back home.
“When I am cooking
here, it reminds me of my
family sitting together back
home during the month of
Ramadan,” Alutaibi said. “I
miss it.”
Located in downtown
Tampa on West Kennedy
Boulevard, it’s only a 25
minute drive away from USF
St. Petersburg.
For those who don’t eat
meat, Petra offers a range of
vegan-friendly food choices.
Check out its menu and
website for more information.
To view video coverage on
Petra, check out The Crow’s
Nest at USFSP on YouTube.
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Owner and chef Moin Alutaibi pictured in the outdoor
seating area at Petra Mediterranean Restaurant.
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Falafel are fried patties made of ground chickpeas,
onions, herbs and parsley served with house salad and
tahini sauce.
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An exterior view of Petra Mediterranean Restaurant, 1118 W Kennedy Blvd., in
Tampa.
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Hummus is made of
chickpea puree, tahini
paste and lemon juice
topped with whole
chickpeas, garlic and
olive oil.
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Kalaya is made of sauteed fresh tomatoes, fresh garlic,
jalapeño and olive oil topped with parsley.
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THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to providing
its readers with news relevant to the
University of South Florida St. Petersburg
campus and its surrounding community.
The Crow’s Nest abides by the highest
ethical standards and focuses on stories
that help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards of
reporting as defined by the Society of
Professional Journalists. Opinions in this
newspaper do not necessarily represent
those of the administration, faculty or
student body.

Reach Us
USFSP Student Life Center
Office 2400
140 Seventh Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL, 33701
(727) 873-4113
usfcrowsnest@gmail.com

Pandemic
blues? Find
what works
for you

By Aya Diab
ayadiab@usf.edu

O

ne day, when all of
this is over, what
will I remember
about the COVID-19
pandemic?
As I sit back and think of
my life before COVID-19,
I am struck, to say the least,
by how everything around
me has changed. With time
passing like it’s running for
its life, visualizing the world
before it was plagued by the
pandemic is only becoming
harder and harder.
I am baffled.

But I accepted my new
normal — not a very long
time ago — to protect what
is left of my sanity.
If anything, these times
have taught me how fast
everything can change, and
how sometimes, we are not
left with any choice but to
adapt. After all, we are one
of the most adaptive species
to ever exist on earth, aren’t
we?
The beginning of the
spread happened during
my last semester of my
undergraduate degree. It is as
if the virus did not think of
any better time.
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anything, it is the perfect way
to declutter your mind.
Sadly, I can’t quite say
“this is how the pandemic
has changed me,” as the
pandemic – and its collateral
damage – is still very much
alive within all of us.
It is a ride that none of
us signed up for, but like
everything else in life, it will
come to an end.
Coping, just like healing,
is different for everyone. I
found what works for me and
I hope you find what works
for you.
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(Left) Cycling has been
a breath of fresh air
and an effective way of
coping with the COVID-19
pandemic.

Letter to the Editor: ‘No one has
the right to put others at risk
unnecessarily’

Letters to The Editor
The Crow’s Nest accepts letters to the
editor. All submissions should be no more
than 500 words. Writers must include
their full name. In addition, USF faculty
should include their title, department
and extension. All letters are subject to
editing for clarity and length. Letters can
be sent to sojdanic@usf.edu with subject
title “Letter to the Editor.”
Because of high production costs,
members of the USFSP community
are permitted one copy per issue.
Where available, additional copies
may be purchased for 10 cents each by
contacting the newspaper’s editor-inchief or managing editor. Newspaper
theft is a crime. Those who violate
the single copy rule may be subject to
civil and criminal prosecution and/or
university discipline.

To put it mildly: it was
messy.
Whether it was an isolated
trip to the park to watch the
ducks, or a fruitless drive
to absolutely nowhere, I
managed to get through it,
when everything was still so
vague.
I finally had the time
and (no other options), but
to read a book, I thought to
myself. I took on drawing,
bought myself a bicycle and
went from there, hoping
my clouded thoughts would
scatter.
Fast forward to today,
cycling works. More than
(Right) ‘Kafka on the
Shore’ is one of the most
famous books by
Haruki Murakami.
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If this pandemic has taught me anything, it’s that life is
like a roller coaster ride, full of highs and lows.
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COURTESY OF MARTHA RHINE

Martin Tadlock serves as
the Regional Chancellor
at USF St. Petersburg.
By Martin Tadlock
REGIONAL CHANCELLOR

T

o the editors,

I appreciate the attention
The Crow’s Nest has given to
how students, faculty and staff

on this campus are handling
the pandemic. As regional
chancellor, I am especially
proud of how our residential
students follow the guidelines
given to us by our health
professionals; guidelines put
into place to keep everyone as
safe as possible from a new
virus that we still do not fully
understand. Because of the
adherence to those guidelines,
our infection rates have been
remarkably low.
You need to know that
USF leadership meets
regularly to monitor the
pandemic across the region,
taking a deep look at each of
the three campuses and their
surrounding communities.
Changes are made only after
careful consideration of a
wide array of variables to
consider. While we all wish
to provide as much personal

freedom as possible to
everyone who lives and works
here, we balance that freedom
with guidelines prompted
by scientific evidence and
the knowledge public health
officials are discovering about
the virus and how best to
contain it. It’s always about
putting the safety and health
of our students first, as well
as the safety and health of this
campus community. That is
always at the top of my list of
concerns.
Like many of you, I have
family members with health
conditions that put them at
high risk if they contract
the virus. What I do to keep
them safe matters most to me,
and because of that, those I
come in contact with and the
environment surrounding us
matter greatly. No one has
the right to put others at risk

unnecessarily, especially
when we know what we
should be doing to minimize
that risk.
Thank you for all that
you are doing to protect
your fellow students and
the campus community. I
encourage you to continue
being vigilant. I encourage
you to continue to be patient,
reach out to others for support
as needed, find your space
where you renew yourself
daily, and refuse to let go of
those protocols that protect
others. Doing so keeps
you safe and provides the
balance needed to reopen
much-needed businesses and
services.
My gratitude to each of
you!
Martin Tadlock
Regional Chancellor
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Majority of spring classes remain online

By Catherine Hicks and
Annalise Anderson
chicks@usf.edu
akanderson1@usf.edu

D

espite calls
from students
to increase inperson class offerings, the
percentage of in-person
classes is decreasing in the
spring semester.
Spring registration opens
Nov. 2 with the majority of
classes remaining online.
According to an email
from the USF Office of
the Registrar on Oct. 5,
the university plans for a
“comprehensive and robust
class schedule” but will
continue to provide “quality
online options.”
“We are attempting
to offer more in-person
and hybrid classes in the
spring semester,” said USF
St. Petersburg Regional
Chancellor Martin Tadlock.
“We got feedback from
students asking for more
in-person (classes) so we’ve
been trying to provide that.”
According to the
schedule planner as of Oct.
9, the percentage of inperson classes being offered
decreased from 27 percent
in the fall to 23.8 percent in
the spring.
Hybrid classes, which
require a minimum of
three hours of in-person
instruction and are delivered
50 to 79 percent online,
increased from 15 percent
in the fall to 20.5 percent in
the spring, and fully online
classes decreased by two
percent, but remained over
50 percent of the total class
offerings.

In total, there are 7,181
classes being offered in the
spring, compared to 5,282
in the fall. Most of these
additional classes were
added in the hybrid and
online instructional mode.
On Oct. 5, USF
announced the movement
of spring break from March
15-21 to April 12-18, 2021.
Following spring break,
from April 16 to May 9, all
classes will be delivered
remotely.
Tadlock reminds
students that health and
safety remain a top priority
and that the university
continues to follow
the advice of its health
professionals.
The continuation
of online classes spells
potential defeat for students
who have struggled to
navigate their higher
education learning during
the pandemic. Although,
some admit that they
understand the university’s
decision.
“(I’m) very
disappointed. I was really
looking forward to taking
in-person classes for my
harder class requirements,
but it doesn’t seem like
that will be the case,” said
Annabelle Kozlowski, a
dual major in political and
environmental science.
“I don’t blame USF for
wanting to stay online,
because I do think it’s the
best decision.”
Cassidy Delbango, a
marine biology sophomore,
worries that the extended
need for online classes
will impact her academic
standing.

“I’m not very happy
about it, even though I
understand why (USF made
the decision),” Delbango
said. “I feel like I haven’t
learned anything this
semester and my classes
are getting harder in spring.
My GPA is going to suffer
a lot.”
Christine Gebhardt, an
international studies and
pre-law major, is grateful
that she can continue to
keep her high-risk family
safe but concedes that
she misses the sense of
normalcy of in-person
instruction.
“I was a bit disappointed
going into schedule planner
and seeing all my potential
classes have that ‘all
online 100%’ instructional
mode next to it, but I get
it,” Gebhardt said. “My
parents are high risk, so at
least I don’t have to worry
about transmission from
commuting to school, but I
still wish I’d be able to have
in-person classes.
“I miss (normalcy).”
Alexendra Davis, a mass
communications senior, said
she is “relatively happy”
because online classes
are better for her work
schedule. However, she
worries that this will prevent
her from walking in her
spring graduation.
A USF doctorate student
studying curriculum and
instruction wished to remain
anonymous, but was one
of three students in the
USF Reddit that expressed
a desire to take a leave
of absence if they had to
remain online.
“I’m extremely

disappointed,” the student
wrote. “I’ve been willing to
deal with any restrictions/
rules for in person
attendance because the
online experience has been
horrendous, but we don’t
even get a choice in the
matter most of the time. I
didn’t sign up for an online
Ph.D., and by the end of the
academic year, the majority
of my second half of my
coursework will have been
online.
“My experience with
online education has been
extremely subpar, but with
one semester to go I just
have to deal with it. If I
were earlier in my program,
I would have taken a
leave of absence until the
option for in-person classes
resumed.”
USF St. Petersburg has
always offered a number
of online majors for its
students. Tadlock warns that
there may be even more
majors offered entirely
online after the wrath

of COVID-19 begins to
subside.
His advice to students
struggling with digital
learning is to establish
relationships with professors
and classmates.
“My advice to students
taking online classes, from
someone who has both
taught an online class and
been a student of one,
is to reach out to your
professors,” Tadlock said.
“There is another person,
a professor and instructor,
on the other side of the
computer who is ready and
able to help you.
“Build relationships with
your professors and your
classmates, because these
connections, made online
or in-person, will carry over
after graduation into your
careers.”
Since Aug. 7, USF has
remained in Phase II of its
four phase reopening plan
and has not announced that
any changes will be made as
it enters the spring semester.
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Though USF’s spring semester will offer an
increased number of hybrid classes, the majority
will remain online, with an even lower percentage
of in-person classes being offered.

W hat to do t his we e k : Oc t . 1 2-Oc t . 1 8
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu
MONDAY
Start your week off
right with a visit to
the Gialanella in the
Gardens exhibit. Artist
Don Gialanella’s work
is known worldwide and
is currently on display
at the Florida Botanical
Gardens in honor of its
20th anniversary. The
gardens are open daily
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
12520 Ulmerton Rd.
TUESDAY
Food, crafts and
music, oh my! The
Gulfport Fresh Market
has all of this and more.
Stop by every Tuesday

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Beach Boulevard
below 29th Ave. S. in
Gulfport’s Waterfront
District.
WEDNESDAY
Sick of being stuck
at home? Downtown
Wednesdays might
be the cure. From 5
to 9 p.m., enjoy food,
cocktails, live music and
even karaoke in various
locations throughout
downtown Tampa. More
information as well as a
list of their vendors can
be found on its website

THURSDAY
Join Professor
of Political Science
and Constitutional
Law Expert Corey
Brettschneider for his
virtual lecture series,
Frontier Forum, where
he will discuss “Hate
Speech and Free
Speech.” The series will
be available live from 7
to 8 p.m. Registration
for the event as well as
additional information
can be found on USF’s
website, usf.edu.
FRIDAY
Not sure what to make
for dinner? The annual

St. Pete Street Food
& Craft Beer Festival
has got you covered
with more than 20 food
trucks serving street
food inspired dishes. The
trucks will be parked
at the Albert Whitted
Park, 480 Bayshore
Drive SE. from 6 to 11
p.m.
SATURDAY
Looking to scratch
that creative itch?
The Gulfport Art &
Gallery Walk with six
blocks of locally owned
galleries, boutiques and
bars might be for you.
Visit the Gulfport’s
Historical Waterfront

Arts District from 6 to
10 p.m. at 3101 Beach
Blvd. S.
SUNDAY
Visit The Heights
Morning Market
presented by Armature
Works at the Heights
to enjoy an outdoor
market featuring a wide
selection of local foods
and live music. This
event is free to attend
and occurs every third
Sunday of the month
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
at 1910 N. Ola Ave. in
Tampa.
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Student Spotlight: ‘Think global, act local’
By Edyn Gottlieb
edyn@usf.edu

F

or Emma
Jacobs,“think global,
act local” is more
than just a saying.
It’s a way of life.
Jacobs is a senior majoring
in environmental science and
policy with a concentration in
sustainability and a minor in
geography.
Born in Philadelphia,
Jacobs moved to Florida
five years ago with her mom
and siblings. She lived in
Miami, then Deland, before
making her latest move to St.
Petersburg.
Jacobs has found her
groove since moving to St.
Petersburg and feels at home.
“I just got a hammock,
so I’ve joined the St. Pete
hammock culture,” Jacobs
said. “I take it up to North
Shore Park and I just read,
hammock and watch the

dolphins. I love the beach.”
The programs offered were
key in Jacobs’ decision to
pursue her degree at USF St.
Petersburg.
“A big reason I chose USF
was the Honors Program,”
Jacobs said.“I knew I
wanted to be in at least one
nontraditional class in my
college years.
“They also had the
environmental science
program, so I was really
attracted to that. Also we’re
on the water so not only is it
a beautiful campus but it has
great resources if you’re into
marine science.”
Jacobs joined the Student
Green Energy Fund during
her first semester.
“I joined SGEF because I
knew I was really passionate
about the environment and I
was really excited about being
a person that brings solutions
to these problems that I
had learned about in (high

school),” Jacobs said.
Students aren’t the only
ones who benefit from
SGEF’s efforts.
“SGEF is a hub for student
led sustainability projects that
benefit the USF St. Petersburg
campus and St. Petersburg
community as a whole.”
Jacobs said. “It provides
you with a really unique
opportunity to get involved
and spearhead your own
projects.”
After joining SGEF,
Jacobs held several leadership
positions and now serves as
the proposal advisor, which
“oversees the proposal,
approval, and implementation
process of student-led
sustainability projects.”
Jacobs spearheaded her
own project with the help
of Andrea Campos, USF St.
Petersburg’s SG governor.
Jacobs and Campos’
project, the installion of
the ORCA biodigester, is
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Emma Jacobs is a senior majoring in environmental science
and policy with a concentration in sustainability and a minor
in geography.
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Jacobs (left) poses with Andrea Campos in front of the ORCA
biodigester. The two served as project investigators for the
ORCA project, funded by SGEF in 2019.

currently operating in The
Reef’s (dining hall) dishroom
on the other side of the dish
return conveyor belt, and was
built to avoid the methane
production associated with
food breaking down in
landfills.
“It’s essentially a
mechanical stomach,”
Jacobs said. “You put your
food waste in it, anything
from apple cores to leftover
spaghetti, and there are
microorganisms that digest
the food within. The nutrients
from the food exits the
machine in a nutrient rich
water and it goes through
the pipeline to the sewage
treatment plant.”
Since the last report
in February, the ORCA
biodigester has diverted 5,465
pounds of food waste from
going into the landfills.
Jacobs is working on
a project with USF St.
Petersburg’s Bishop Center

for Ethical Leadership
to develop an internship
program for students to
work as consultants for B
corporations.
Certified B Corporations
are businesses that meet
the highest set of standards
for verified social and
environmental performance,
public transparency, and legal
accountability to balance
profit and purpose according
to corporations.
She hopes to transition this
work into her career.
“I want to work as a B
corporation consultant but on
a professional level, helping
businesses get signed as B
corporations,” Jacobs said.
Jacobs also wants to
engage in “some sort of
sustainability consulting,
because I really believe in the
power of business to create
change.”

COURTESY OF EMMA JACOBS

Jacobs talks to a conference attendee at the 2020 Synapse
Summit at Amalie Arena in Tampa. Jacobs presented her
work on the ORCA project at the summit that focused on
technological innovation.
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Jacobs (back row, left) stands with other SGEF members and
then-Student Body President Jazzy Duarte (back row, right)
at the Post Landfill Action Network Beyond Waste Student
Summit, hosted by USF St. Petersburg in February of this
year.

